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is engaged in shipbuilding, and launches some of the largest German
vessels, and Liibeck has chemical works and other manufactures.
Of the North Sea ports, Hamburg has shipbuilding yards, jute mills,
chemical works, and various factories engaged in working up raw
material imported from abroad. Bremen is employed, but to a less
extent, in similar occupations.
THE VOGTLAND AND THE SAXON ERZGEBIRGE. These two regions
may be considered together. The first is a low highland connecting
the Erzgebirge, the Fichtelgebirge, and the Franconian and Thur-
ingian Forests, while the second, which is part of a tilted peneplane,
forms the north-west slope of the Bohemian Massif. Both regions
are somewhat unfavourable to agriculture. In the Vogtland, rye
and potatoes are grown, but except in the valleys, where there are
orcliards, the land, on account of its elevation, is imsuited for other
crops, and much of it is devoted to pastoral pursuits. The slopes
of the Erzgebirge are well wooded, but are even less adapted to
arable farming. Farther east, beyond the picturesque but poor
country of Saxon Switzerland, where the Elbe cuts its way in en-
trenched meanders through a sandstone plateau, the ancient rock
reappears in Upper Lusatia, a region of somewhat greater fertility.
The Vogtland and Saxon Switzerland are without mineral wealth;
in the Erzgebirge, mines of various kinds have been worked in the
past, but their present output is negligible. On the other hand,
much of the prosperity of the whole region depends upon its sup-
plies of coal and lignite. The coalfields lie near the junction of
hill and plain, the larger extending from Zwickau towards Chemnitz
and the smaller being situated near Dresden. The annual output
of the two combined does not exceed 5,000,000 tons. The chief
deposits of lignite worked at present lie on the open plain within a
radius of twenty-five miles, north, south, east, and west of Leipzig.
The output, which amounts to about 60,000,000 tons per year, is
mainly used in the production of electric power and light, and in
the chemical industries. The persistence of domestic industries in
Saxony in modern times has been rendered possible by the process
of electrification.
Textile indtistries on a small scale have long been established
in the Vogtland, where they were carried on mainly in the homes
of the people to satisfy local requirements, and in the
birge, where they were introduced to meet the want of e